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these Messianic writers had in common was the liveliness of their
hope and the eagerness with which they awaited its fulfilment.

I have spoken above of a programme, but in reality there
were two,1 corresponding to two different but equally popular
types of eschatological thought.

According to the first, God would manifest the Messiah, and
the wicked, who would rise up against him in a general revolt,
would suffer defeat and annihilation. Then would follow a
long period of peace and happiness, during which the earth, thus
purged of its evil elements, would be under the reign of the
Messiah. Persian influence ultimately fixed the length of his
reign at a thousand years. It would be terminated by the
resurrection of the dead and the last judgment, after which
the eternal reign of God would begin.

The alternative plan was simpler and kept closer to the old
idea of the kingdom. After the advent of the Messiah and the
revolt and destruction of the wicked, the dead would at once
be raised ; the judgment would decide their destiny, and the
eternal reign of the Messiah would begin.

The Jewish apocalyptic writers developed numerous varia-
tions on these two eschatological themes, all tending to dramatize
the central situation. In all these variations different elements
would be selected and combined, and even when two presenta-
tions were essentially the same, some internal transposition
would generally give an appearance of difference.2 The most
characteristic lines of thought producing these variants may
be described as follows :

(1)  The  Messiah  doubtless would  not  come  unheralded.
Warning of his approach would be given by wars, famines and
calamities of every kind.    In the upheaval, nature would forget
her laws ;   the world would throw off all constraint, whether of
reason, piety or common sense, till the condition of the living
would be more pitiable than that of the dead.3

(2)  But the Messiah could not make his appearance in the
midst of this anarchy, so he would be preceded by Elijah, of
whom Ben-Sira says, " Thou who art ready for the time, as it is
written to still wrath before the fierce anger of God, to turn the hearts
of the fathers unto the children, and to restore the tribes of Israel"
(Ecclus. xlviii. 10).4   That Prophet who had been caught up
to heaven without dying would now return, and would restore

1  C/. Tixeront, Hist, des, dogmes, i, 43, which gives a list of references.

2 For details, cf. CCLXXV, 186 ff.

3 Apoc. Barueh xlviii. 41.

4 The same idea occurs in Mai. iv. 5 ff., which probably influenced
Ecclesiasticus,